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A BRIEF 


VINDICATION 


Royal Socicty. 


wal file F it were not that ſome worthy 
He Pcrions, no better informed than 
Do I Xe Mr. Stubbe ſeems to be, of the 
x. Fr 5b Deſign and Buſineſs of the Royal 
fo Society , which he hath Jate'y en- 
deavoured in no leſs than four ig- 
norant and railing Pamphlers to wound through 
the ſides of ſome particular perſons, might be in- 
duced to have a ſiniſter Opinion of that Illuſtrious -. 
Body, cſ{tabliſhed by his Moſt Excellent Majeſty 
that now 1s, for the Improvement of Noble and 
uſeful Knowledge, I ſhould altogether diſdain even 
to touch {nach dilingenuous and foul papers,as thoſe, 
which this virulent pen hath of late troubled the 
Preſs with, are juſtly eſteemed to be by all truly 
Generous and Confiderate men, both Domeſticks 
and Forainers, who are acquainted - with the 
A 2 _ true 


(2) 
erue State of what he doth moſt malicionſly and ' 
 undeſervedly labour to detame. 

Since therefore it is neceflary that ſomething 
ſhould be ſaid for the fake of thoſe, that may, upon 
the reading of ſuch Libelling Pamphlets, frame 
to themſelves wrong conceptions of that Royal 
| Foundation, ſo immorally allailed by this petulant 
writer, I ſhall endeavour 1n a ſhort Vindication to 
repreſent the true End and Work of that In- 
ſiitution , and by doing ſo, maniteſt to the 
World, that this Calumniator hath with all 
his late Scribling done nothing but filled a great 
deal of waſte paper, with a lively Character of his 
own perverſe, vain, and turbulent Genizs revi- 
ving the Memory of his former wayes, and con- 
firming the opinion had of him betore, of his dil- 
compoled and malitious nature. 0. 

I muſt therefore fay, that, it Envy and Malice, 
and other curſed Motives had not blinded him, he 
would have been lo far from reviling one of the 
Nobleſt Eſtabliſhments that ever was erected by 
any Prince, that he would have found, as well 
as all conſidering and ſober men do, that the Aime 
and Purpole of the Royal Society 15 not any thing 
at all oft what he taketh fo much pains and uleth ſo 
much craft toinfinmmate, viz, To cipoule or reject 
this or that {cet of Phi!olophers, or to medule with 
Religion, Divinity, Medical Pracitles ; much leſs to 
endanger the Reiivion eſtaviiſhed 1n England, the 
Monarchical Governments the two famgiis Univer. 


3 
fities, the Received Education, and the Profeſli- 
on of 'Phyſick (all which he goes aboutin thoſe vile 
Books, to bear the World in hand they intend to 
do; ) but that their deſires and attempts are to in- 
creaſe Knowledge, and to diſcover truth, where- 
ever it bein Natural , Mechanical and Mathema- 
tical things, to help Old Inventions, and encou- 
rage New ones, and all for the raiſing and enob- 
ling the Dignity of Humane Nature, and the ſery- 
ing of Mankind. 

And ſince they are perlwaded with the Excel- 
lent Lord Verulam, and many other judicious Mo- 
derns, that hitherto all ſorts of Naturaliſts have been 
too haſty in eſtabliſhing Syſtems of Natural 
Philoſophy, before they had laid a ſolid and com- 
prehenſive Foundation to build upon ; they have 
eſteemed it a landable and uſeful Undertaking to 
endeavour, that al induſtrious and fſagacious In- 
quirers of Nature every where may conjoyn their 
Reſearches, ſtudies, and Jabours, to examine 
what hath been performed hitherto, to retain what 
will endure the Teſt , and to add thereunto what 
they can, in order to the compoſing a faichtul Hi- 
ſtory of Nature and Art, that may contain a com- 
petent ſtock of Obſervations and Experiments , 
irequently and carctully made by Intelligent and 
Cautions men, which may {crve 4or a Magaze-:; 
of Materials, of which hereafter, by duly conſide- 
rIng the w hole, and comoaring all the parts togc- 
ther, may be raiſed (it pod ble) luch a Sy ſteme of 
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natural Philoſophy, as may give a rational Accompt 
of the Appearances and EffeRs of Nature, and en- 
able men to infer from confronted Cauſes and Et- 
fe&s ſuch conſequences, as may conduce to the 
greater benefit and ampler accommodations of Hu- 
mane lite. | 

This then being the true Deſign of this Royal 
ESfabliſhment , and the (ole Proſpect of thole that 
are ipgaged therein, it alone is able to ſcatter 
that heap of unſavory talk put together by this 
vain Writer; wherein tis palpable, that he never 
would underſtand the true Ground and End 
of this Inſtitution, and that in all his Airy and 
Empty diſcourſes, where he ſtrikes at the. Royal 
Society, he doth but fight with his own fancy and 
ſhadow. 

For wholocver 1s 1mpartial , and will but give 
himſelf the leiſure to conſider the Nature of 
fuch a Deſign, and the happy Effects which is ſe- 
rious proſecution may have, ſuch an one will 
{oon conclude, that what ever 1s {aid 1n thoſe Far- 
Ales, as far as it tends to detract from rhe {aid So. 
cicty, contains nothing but {piretul miſrepreſentati- 
ons and calumnies, poured out on purpole to try 
whether ſomething of it would not ftick with 
(redulous Men, ro whom the Actings and Deſign 
oi the R.Soczety are not known. 

Otherwiſe who 1s there, I pray, that bcing in his 
right wits, can conceive, that ſuch an Inſtitutton , 
and ſuch Studics can tend to undermine the Pro- 
; teſt ant 
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teflant Religion , whole Delign, Buſineſs, and Glo- 
ry it is, to encreale Light and Knowledg? Or 
that it can ( as is ſuggeſted by this pretended 
Champion of the Church of England, known to 
be indifferent ro all Religions ) introduce Pope- 
ry, which wants that Latitude of purſuing the ſenſe 
of the Motto , Nullius in Verba, choſen by this R, 
Corporation. 

Who can believe, that it endangers Monay- 
chy ( which formerly this Railer hath been 
ſhrewdly ſuſpected to hate ) without calling 
in queſtion the Prudence of one of the Wile 
and moſt Potent Monarchs in the world ; that hath 
mcorporated it by his Royal Charter, and by doing 
ſo, encreaſed his Renown abroad to admiration 
( witneſs ſeveral Engliſh Ambaſſadors, and other 

ublick Miniſters, innumerable Travellers , and 
abundance of Letters, written from all parts) and 
added allo to his ſingular Luſter at home among 
all thoſe that know what value to pur upon Vir- 
tue and Knowledge? And. how ſhall this be faid 
without throwing dirt upon thole Eminent and 
Hluſtrious Prelates, Nobles, Officers of State , 
and other Loyal and Learned Perſons of all forts, 
who have Honoured the. Regiſter of the. Royal So- 
ciety with the ſubicriprion of their Names, at:er 
their Royal Founder , his - Royal Righnels, his 
Highneſs Prince Rupert, and one of che Dukes ci 
 Brunſwickand Luneburg. 


Again, who can affiem without a front of Bra(:, 
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cation of Youth? Whereas it is evident, that they 
intermeddle not with -any ſuch thing 3 bur if they 
ſnould have any influence upon 1t, it can be 
none other, but to render it more Manly ly, and 
more Polite , in regard that this Society conſiſts 
of many of the beſt Extra@ion and Breeding , No»: 
blemen, Gentlemen, Travellers, Perſons that have 
ſtudied Men, and converled with Things; Know- 
1g 1 the moſt Solid and moſt Ulſetul parts of 
Knowledge ; ſuch as are the mixt Mathematiques, 
Natural Philoſophy, Chymiſtry, Anatomy, Phy- 
ſick , Mechanical Arts, and Practices : Of which 


perſons there are no "X-1 Deſerters , as this Male- 


volent Writer goes about moſt falſly to per- 
{wade. 

Who can truly ſay, that this Soczety 1s prejudi- 
cial to the two great Univerſities of this King= 
dom ; conſidering that it cannot be denyed, that 
the afore-mentioned Sciences and Studies, which 
are the work of the Royal Society, are both highe 
ly Noble, and exceeding necetlary tor the ſeve- 
ral Profelgions of the World ? And though per- 
haps they be not thc chief buſineſs of thoſe Il- 
luſtrious Nurleriecs of all Learning, where the 
Youth of the Kingdom 1s fitted for the ſervice 
of the Church and 3:ate, yet they are counte- 
nanced rhere,and puriued within their walls by ſome 
ot their moſt worthy Members, as tar as other Stu- 
dies and Excrciles, concerning Languages, Logick, 


_ Hiſtory, Divinity , Law, @c. will permut. BK 1s 
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evident that the Royal Soczety is fo far from de- 
rogating any thing from them in that Learning, 
which they are chiefly addicted to that the ſame 1s 
by them ſuppoſed, or rather implyed, and made 
good ule of, as being very neceſlary rightly to 
apprehend and to compare things that are exa- 
mined, and -performed amongſt them. Beſi.Jes 
that- the Experimental Operations , infiited upon 
by that Company, are a further improvement of 
{ome of the Academical Studies, and an Applica- 
tion of them to publick uſes. 

Again, who can rationally eſteem, that that So- 
ciety is detrimental to the Profeſs:0n of Phyſick, 
which 1s built upon, and can by no {urer way be 
advanced, than by good Obſervations and Experi- 
ments; he being certainly the ableſt Phyſician 
that hath improved himſelf by the Nobleſt and 
Certaineſt of them ? And as to the Practice of 
Phyſick, that Society doth not at all interfere 
with it 3 they neither pretending to judge of Di- 
ſcales, nor ſetting Rules for it, nor preſcribing 
or adminiſtring Medicines, but only doing what 
they may , upon occaſion, to encreale the ſtock 
Medical, by diſcoyering more and more of the Se- 
crets of Nature; which as it tends . to enlarge 
the Power and Empire of Man over other Crea- 
tures, ſoit may particularly contribute to ſuggeſt to 
Phyſitians(of whom many very eminent for Learn- 
ing and PraGice, are of the chiet inquirers, con- 
ſtantly remaining in this Society ) a more ample 
matter 
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:11cter both to preſerve, and to recover the Health 


© Man; for the doing of which none will be ma- 
I: 3 by any but him that 1s an Enemy to Man- 
Fc 


And as the Fellows of the Royal Soczety make it 
heir buſine(s ro render themſelves, as much as in 
chem 1s, ſerviceable to all; ſo they do not aſ- 
{ume to themſelves any Diſcoveries or Inventions 
ot others. And if any {ſuch ſhould, by this or that 
particular Member, perhaps leſs knowing in the 
Hiſtory of ſuch chings, be attributed to them, pol- 
ſibly out of an excels of AﬀeCtion;, which may 
be accompanied even with a belief of the Truth, 
as to what 1s thus aicribed ; yet 15 the Society ſo 
Juſt, asnot to own any thing more than 1s their 
due : and their Modeſty is {uch, to. my know-. 
ledge, that the Body it ſelf pretends hitherto to. 
no more but this; That they have begun to re- 
nfove {ome rubbiſh : ; to lay in ſome Materials (and 
thole yet unhewn and unapproved ) and to put 
ſome things in order for the Building, by making 
Tryals and Obſervations of ſeveral kinds in pub- 
lick, by encouraging and directing ſome of their 
number to do the like in private ; and by exami- 
ning, improving , and carrying on of ſome 
things, which others: had {cr upon before them, 
cither at home or abroad, And therefore as none, 
nor the very Spirit of Calumny, nay, even Mr. 

ubbe himſelf, can polibly have the impudence 

J vlame their Deſi Ione, as it is above declared ſo 
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none can juſtly charge them with any Arrogance; 
fince they, as a Body, aſlume nothing to them- 
ſelves, but what hath been juſt now 1elated, and 
ſpecified. 6 

To which, I think, I have right to add; that they 
need not be very folicitous ro give particular 
fatisfaction to Impertinent and Captions Inqui- 
rers into their proceedings, in regard they are 
a Body made up of meer Volunteers, that have er 
gaged themlelves generouſly and freely to promote 
the Defigne above-mentioned, and therefore have 
no obligation at all to give an account to any, but 
His Sacred Majeſty their Founder and Patron, 
of their performances , which they have hitherto 
carried on at the Expence of their own purle, 
and hope to continue ( notwithſtanding the dil- 
mall Auguryes of this Scrich-owle) tor the increaſe 
of the Honour of this Great Nation, and the gene- 
ral benefit of Mankind. | 

And this, I think,” may ſaffice, both to inform 
all Candid Men of the Truth, and with all ro ſhame 
(it he be not paſt ſhame) this He@oring Writer , 
tor having lo groundlelsly and uncivilly attacqued 
many of the moſt Noble, and the moſt Intelligent 
and Vertuous of his own Country-men ; who 
certainly will be aſhamed to own fach a Ranter 
toran Engliſh man, for all the ſhew he makes of 
pctulant wit, and ſcraps of crabbed learning. 

[f he ſhould ſay , That I have paſted by the Ar- 
guments, he hath produced to {upport his Prete' 
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oo ſhall boldly-aniiets, that I bad no reaſon t& 
valnc them, or to tronble. tne reader with a Re- 
\:arſal and particular Refntation of them ( which. : 
2rhaps will be done {lo as to make his heart ake, 

. : thoſe whom he hath particularly affailed) con- 
|..cring that the things, repreſented by me being 
- ely weighed, whatever he hath alledged will 
..1 to the ground of it ſelf, as being propped up 
>y nothing, but Malice , Envy , Calumnies, vain 

+ urmiles, and Crafty Mil-repreſentations of the U.1- 
/ertaking and Actions of that Socrety Tam p'ca.{- 
ng for; which hath the Applaute of Diſcrect aud 
{1telligent men, both at home and abroad, as hath 
1een already repreſented, and can be made out 
yy Scores of Letters from divers of the moſt emi- 
cnt Perſons in Learning and thoſe forementioned 
:tudies, that are in Europe: Which gives me (uth- 
:jent ground to hope and ominate, that this Royal 
Eſtabliſhment will thrive and flouriſh , notwithſtand- 
ing the miſchievous project for its deſtruction , ai- 
ned at by this Mercenary and Vile Rhapſodilt. 
owever, they reſt abundantly fatisfyed» in their 
20d intentions, and endeavours, 'ſtopping the 
-:0uths of all, tuch-mahignant Calumniators as him- 
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